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Table 2 Victoria: Languages other than English Spoken at Home, 2016, 2011 Census 

2011
Rank 
2016 Language Spoken at Home Persons

As %
 of LOTE(a) Persons Persons

%
Change

English 4,026,811 - 3,874,862 151,949 3.9

1 Mandarin 191,793 12.5 103,742 88,051 84.9
2 Italian 112,272 7.3 124,857 -12,585 -10.1
3 Greek 110,707 7.2 116,802 -6,095 -5.2
4 Vietnamese 103,430 6.7 86,592 16,838 19.4
5 Arabic 79,589 5.2 68,438 11,151 16.3
6 Cantonese 78,079 5.1 72,902 5,177 7.1
7 Punjabi 56,171 3.7 31,068 25,103 80.8
8 Hindi 51,241 3.3 32,704 18,537 56.7
9 Sinhalese 37,423 2.4 28,163 9,260 32.9

10 Spanish 35,494 2.3 29,014 6,480 22.3
11 Turkish 31,832 2.1 32,899 -1,067 -3.2
12 Macedonian 29,487 1.9 30,945 -1,458 -4.7
13 Tamil 25,662 1.7 17,452 8,210 47.0
14 Urdu 23,205 1.5 11,063 12,142 109.8
15 Tagalog 23,054 1.5 16,534 6,520 39.4
16 Croatian 20,504 1.3 22,167 -1,663 -7.5
17 German 19,714 1.3 20,081 -367 -1.8
18 French 19,313 1.3 16,283 3,030 18.6
19 Filipino 17,777 1.2 14,526 3,251 22.4
20 Russian 17,685 1.1 16,503 1,182 7.2
21 Serbian 17,057 1.1 17,580 -523 -3.0
22 Malayalam 16,950 1.1 9,354 7,596 81.2
23 Maltese 16,898 1.1 18,175 -1,277 -7.0
24 Indonesian 16,782 1.1 13,878 2,904 20.9
25 Persian (excluding Dari) 16,434 1.1 8,061 8,373 103.9
26 Korean 15,519 1.0 10,326 5,193 50.3
27 Polish 15,175 1.0 16,475 -1,300 -7.9
28 Gujarati 15,059 1.0 9,393 5,666 60.3
29 Khmer 14,720 1.0 11,842 2,878 24.3
30 Telugu 13,158 0.9 7,254 5,904 81.4
31 Dari 12,386 0.8 7,763 4,623 59.6
32 Thai 11,669 0.8 7,637 4,032 52.8
33 Samoan 11,609 0.8 7,584 4,025 53.1
34 Japanese 11,480 0.7 8,551 2,929 34.3
35 Bengali 10,992 0.7 6,902 4,090 59.3
36 Nepali 10,414 0.7 4,639 5,775 124.5
37 Hazaraghi 9,060 0.6 2,707 6,353 234.7
38 Dutch 8,600 0.6 9,509 -909 -9.6
39 Chaldean Neo-Aramaic 7,779 0.5 4,290 3,489 81.3
40 Assyrian Neo-Aramaic 7,567 0.5 5,558 2,009 36.1
41 Somali 7,457 0.5 5,613 1,844 32.9
42 Portuguese 7,301 0.5 5,129 2,172 42.3
43 Chinese, nfd 7,095 0.5 7,061 34 0.5
44 Albanian 6,834 0.4 6,761 73 1.1
45 Hungarian 6,730 0.4 7,365 -635 -8.6
46 Bosnian 5,881 0.4 6,167 -286 -4.6
47 Min Nan 5,749 0.4 5,286 463 8.8
48 Afrikaans 5,560 0.4 4,439 1,121 25.3
49 Hakka 5,533 0.4 5,571 -38 -0.7
50 Hebrew 5,177 0.3 4,922 255 5.2
51 Karen 5,175 0.3 3,036 2,139 70.5
52 Romanian 5,125 0.3 5,022 103 2.1
53 Malay 4,948 0.3 4,317 631 14.6
54 Dinka 4,869 0.3 3,158 1,711 54.2
55 Pashto 4,692 0.3 2,374 2,318 97.6
56 Burmese 4,176 0.3 2,316 1,860 80.3

2016 Change 2011-2016
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57 Marathi 3,879 0.3 2,357 1,522 64.6
58 Amharic 3,724 0.2 2,380 1,344 56.5
59 Kannada 3,655 0.2 2,340 1,315 56.2
60 Tongan 3,257 0.2 2,716 541 19.9
61 Chin Haka 3,143 0.2 625 2,518 402.9
62 Auslan 2,874 0.2 2,566 308 12.0
63 Southern Asian Languages, nfd 2,841 0.2 2,687 154 5.7
64 Ukrainian 2,836 0.2 3,033 -197 -6.5
65 Swahili 2,447 0.2 1,398 1,049 75.0
66 Mauritian Creole 2,368 0.2 1,886 482 25.6
67 Tigrinya 2,215 0.1 1,409 806 57.2
68 Shona 2,129 0.1 1,549 580 37.4
69 Oromo 2,101 0.1 1,452 649 44.7
70 Armenian 2,005 0.1 1,935 70 3.6
71 Lao 1,999 0.1 1,996 3 0.2
72 Serbo-Croatian/Yugoslavian, so described 1,913 0.1 1,986 -73 -3.7
73 Swedish 1,905 0.1 1,562 343 22.0
74 Burmese and Related Languages, nec 1,828 0.1 628 1,200 191.1
75 Slovene 1,736 0.1 1,844 -108 -5.9
76 Maori (New Zealand) 1,680 0.1 1,413 267 18.9
77 Kurdish 1,604 0.1 952 652 68.5
78 Nuer 1,601 0.1 1,190 411 34.5
79 Slovak 1,588 0.1 1,632 -44 -2.7
80 Czech 1,562 0.1 1,611 -49 -3.0
81 Maori (Cook Island) 1,468 0.1 1,339 129 9.6
82 Yiddish 1,294 0.1 1,502 -208 -13.8
83 French Creole, nfd 1,215 0.1 1,384 -169 -12.2
84 Danish 1,089 0.1 1,110 -21 -1.9
85 Fijian 1,008 0.1 879 129 14.7
86 Latvian 1,007 0.1 1,277 -270 -21.1
87 Finnish 968 0.1 918 50 5.4
88 Konkani 967 0.1 614 353 57.5
89 Wu 936 0.1 519 417 80.3
90 Creole, nfd 844 0.1 91 753 827.5
91 Bisaya 808 0.1 487 321 65.9
92 Cebuano 705 0.0 365 340 93.2
93 Bulgarian 704 0.0 559 145 25.9
94 Yoruba 672 0.0 397 275 69.3
95 Lithuanian 654 0.0 677 -23 -3.4
96 African Languages, nfd 626 0.0 478 148 31.0
97 Zomi(b) 620 0.0
98 Sindhi 574 0.0 359 215 59.9
99 Hmong 573 0.0 606 -33 -5.4

100 African Languages, nec 571 0.0 621 -50 -8.1
101 Rohingya 566 0.0 0 566 -
102 Fijian Hindustani 535 0.0 259 276 106.6
103 Australian Indigenous Languages 526 0.0 478 48 10.0
104 Norwegian 523 0.0 503 20 4.0
105 Harari 514 0.0 484 30 6.2
106 Akan 486 0.0 288 198 68.8
107 Igbo 450 0.0 219 231 105.5
108 Irish 412 0.0 404 8 2.0
109 Tibetan 391 0.0 195 196 100.5
110 Burmese and Related Languages, nfd 379 0.0 523 -144 -27.5
111 Indo-Aryan, nfd 349 0.0 152 197 129.6
112 Tetum 337 0.0 321 16 5.0
113 Iranic, nfd 326 0.0 0 326 -
114 Kirundi (Rundi) 324 0.0 218 106 48.6
115 Tok Pisin (Neomelanesian) 315 0.0 187 128 68.4



3

2011
Rank 
2016 Language Spoken at Home Persons

As %
 of LOTE(a) Persons Persons

%
Change

2016 Change 2011-2016

116 Welsh 300 0.0 257 43 16.7
117 Krio 292 0.0 264 28 10.6
118 Estonian 290 0.0 251 39 15.5
119 Uygur 271 0.0 195 76 39.0
120 Timorese 263 0.0 287 -24 -8.4
121 Gaelic (Scotland) 247 0.0 220 27 12.3
122 Oriya 236 0.0 110 126 114.5
123 Tulu 230 0.0 161 69 42.9
124 Indo-Aryan, nec 217 0.0 160 57 35.6
125 Ndebele 203 0.0 127 76 59.8
126 Shilluk 200 0.0 165 35 21.2
127 Sign Languages, nfd 200 0.0 212 -12 -5.7
128 Pidgin, nfd 190 0.0 186 4 2.2
129 Other Southern Asian Languages 182 0.0 119 63 52.9
130 Mongolian 181 0.0 95 86 90.5
131 Ilonggo (Hiligaynon) 176 0.0 92 84 91.3
132 Bari 169 0.0 98 71 72.4
133 Dhivehi 168 0.0 90 78 86.7
134 Luganda 148 0.0 69 79 114.5
135 Nauruan 143 0.0 149 -6 -4.0
136 Assamese 139 0.0 52 87 167.3
137 IIokano 135 0.0 76 59 77.6
138 Catalan 132 0.0 59 73 123.7
139 Mon-Khmer, nec 128 0.0 9 119 1322.2
140 Ewe 119 0.0 102 17 16.7
141 Swiss, so described 114 0.0 96 18 18.8
142 Acholi 111 0.0 108 3 2.8
143 Cypriot, so described 111 0.0 62 49 79.0
144 Zulu 110 0.0 116 -6 -5.2
145 Niue 108 0.0 88 20 22.7
146 Tswana 106 0.0 143 -37 -25.9
147 Tigre 103 0.0 89 14 15.7
148 Azeri 100 0.0 47 53 112.8
149 Latin 98 0.0 64 34 53.1
150 Kinyarwanda (Rwanda) 98 0.0 23 75 326.1
151 Romany 96 0.0 79 17 21.5
152 Dan (Gio-Dan) 91 0.0 76 15 19.7
153 Kashmiri 89 0.0 65 24 36.9
154 Uzbek 87 0.0 53 34 64.2
155 Belorussian 81 0.0 42 39 92.9
156 Bemba 81 0.0 63 18 28.6
157 Georgian 73 0.0 53 20 37.7
158 Pampangan 73 0.0 43 30 69.8
159 Nyanja (Chichewa) 66 0.0 30 36 120.0
160 Mandinka 63 0.0 48 15 31.3
161 Tuvaluan 60 0.0 24 36 150.0
162 Hausa 57 0.0 39 18 46.2
163 Liberian (Liberian English) 57 0.0 21 36 171.4
164 Southeast Asian Austronesian Languages, n 56 0.0 53 3 5.7
165 Turkmen 55 0.0 51 4 7.8
166 Gilbertese 53 0.0 45 8 17.8
167 Dravidian, nec 48 0.0 22 26 118.2
168 Southeast Asian Austronesian Languages, n 45 0.0 35 10 28.6
169 Icelandic 43 0.0 39 4 10.3
170 Aromunian (Macedo-Romanian) 43 0.0 53 -10 -18.9
171 Madi 42 0.0 68 -26 -38.2
172 Key Word Sign Australia(d) 42 0.0
173 Ga 41 0.0 37 4 10.8
174 Fulfulde 41 0.0 10 31 310.0
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175 Kikuyu 40 0.0 53 -13 -24.5
176 Eastern European Languages, nfd 38 0.0 35 3 8.6
177 Invented Languages 37 0.0 38 -1 -2.6
178 Other Southern European Languages, nec 36 0.0 34 2 5.9
179 Lingala(d) 36 0.0
180 Bislama 36 0.0 21 15 71.4
181 Mon 35 0.0 13 22 169.2
182 Pacific Austronesian Languages, nec 34 0.0 20 14 70.0
183 Mandaean (Mandaic) 32 0.0 28 4 14.3
184 Balinese 32 0.0 21 11 52.4
185 Loma (Lorma) 32 0.0 8 24 300.0
186 Papua New Guinea Languages, nfd 32 0.0 28 4 14.3
187 Luo 30 0.0 21 9 42.9
188 Mann 29 0.0 27 2 7.4
189 Czechoslovakian, so described 28 0.0 49 -21 -42.9
190 Bikol 28 0.0 21 7 33.3
191 American Languages 28 0.0 27 1 3.7
192 Moro (Nuba Moro) 28 0.0 39 -11 -28.2
193 Tokelauan 28 0.0 21 7 33.3
194 Xhosa 27 0.0 33 -6 -18.2
195 Seychelles Creole 27 0.0 353 -326 -92.4
196 Motu (HiriMotu) 27 0.0 18 9 50.0
197 Papua New Guinea Languages, nec 27 0.0 26 1 3.8
198 Spanish Creole, nfd 26 0.0 3 23 766.7
199 Balochi 25 0.0 13 12 92.3
200 Anuak 22 0.0 38 -16 -42.1
201 Krahn 22 0.0 11 11 100.0
202 Celtic, nfd 21 0.0 0 21 -
203 Other Eastern Asian Languages, nec 19 0.0 7 12 171.4
204 Bassa 19 0.0 7 12 171.4
205 Javanese 18 0.0 12 6 50.0
206 Rotuman 17 0.0 23 -6 -26.1
207 Sign Languages, nec 17 0.0 9 8 88.9
208 Turkic, nec 15 0.0 10 5 50.0
209 Frisian 14 0.0 21 -7 -33.3
210 Basque 13 0.0 9 4 44.4
211 Yapese 12 0.0 0 12 -
212 Solomon Islands Pijin 11 0.0 27 -16 -59.3
213 Iranic, nec 9 0.0 3 6 200.0
214 Tatar 9 0.0 4 5 125.0
215 Chinese, nec 9 0.0 51 -42 -82.4
216 Pacific Austronesian Languages, nfd 9 0.0 12 -3 -25.0
217 Norf'k-Pitcairn 9 0.0 4 5 125.0
218 Oceanian Pidgins and Creoles, nec 9 0.0 6 3 50.0
219 Portuguese Creole, nfd 8 0.0 3 5 166.7
220 Letzeburgish 7 0.0 11 -4 -36.4
221 Middle Eastern Semitic Languages, nec 7 0.0 13 -6 -46.2
222 Tai, nec 7 0.0 15 -8 -53.3
223 Iban 7 0.0 7 0 0.0
224 Celtic, nec 5 0.0 6 -1 -16.7
225 Oceanian Pidgins and Creoles, nfd 5 0.0 0 5 -
226 Southeast Asian Languages, nfd 4 0.0 6 -2 -33.3
227 Other Southeast Asian Languages 4 0.0 13 -9 -69.2
228 Finnish and Related Languages, nec 3 0.0 5 -2 -40.0
229 Iberian Romance, nfd 3 0.0 6 -3 -50.0
230 Iberian Romance, nec 3 0.0 4 -1 -25.0
231 South Slavic, nfd 3 0.0 3 0 0.0
232 Other Eastern European Languages, nec 3 0.0 3 0 0.0
233 Other Languages, nfd 3 0.0 3 0 0.0
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234 Kpelle 3 0.0 4 -1 -25.0
235 Northern European Languages, nfd 0 0.0 3 -3 -100.0
236 German and Related Languages, nfd 0 0.0 0 0 -
237 Dutch and Related Languages, nfd 0 0.0 0 0 -
238 Scandinavian, nfd 0 0.0 4 -4 -100.0
239 Scandinavian, nec 0 0.0 3 -3 -100.0
240 Finnish and Related Languages, nfd 0 0.0 0 0 -
241 Southern European Languages, nfd 0 0.0 0 0 -
242 Other Southern European Languages, nfd 0 0.0 0 0 -
243 Baltic, nfd 0 0.0 0 0 -
244 East Slavic, nfd 0 0.0 0 0 -
245 West Slavic, nfd 0 0.0 3 -3 -100.0
246 Other Eastern European Languages, nfd 0 0.0 0 0 -
247 Southwest and Central Asian Languages, nf 0 0.0 0 0 -
248 Middle Eastern Semitic Languages, nfd 0 0.0 0 0 -
249 Turkic, nfd 0 0.0 4 -4 -100.0
250 Other Southwest and Central Asian Languag 0 0.0 0 0 -
251 Other Southwest and Central Asian Languag 0 0.0 3 -3 -100.0
252 Dravidian, nfd 0 0.0 0 0 -
253 Hmong-Mien, nfd 0 0.0 0 0 -
254 Hmong-Mien, nec 0 0.0 0 0 -
255 Mon-Khmer, nfd 0 0.0 0 0 -
256 Tai, nfd 0 0.0 3 -3 -100.0
257 Acehnese 0 0.0 0 0 -
258 Eastern Asian Languages, nfd 0 0.0 3 -3 -100.0
259 Other Eastern Asian Languages, nfd 0 0.0 0 0 -
260 Lumun (Kuku Lumun) 0 0.0 0 0 -
261 Themne 0 0.0 3 -3 -100.0
262 Hawaiian English 0 0.0 0 0 -
263 Kiwai 0 0.0 0 0 -

Inadequately described 4,274 0.3 2,190 2,084 95.2
Non-verbal, so described 9,206 0.6 6,072 3,134 51.6
Total speaking LOTE (a) 1,538,776 100.0 1,235,397 303,379 24.6
LOTE speakers as % of tot Vic pop 26.0
Speaks English only as % of tot Vic pop 67.9
Not stated 360,974 6.1 243,745 117,229
Total 5,926,561 5,354,004 572,557 10.7

Cells in this table have been randomly adjusted to avoid the release of confidential data. No reliance should be placed on small cells.

Please note that there are small random adjustments made to all cell values to protect the confidentiality of data.

 These adjustments may cause the sum of rows or columns to differ by small amounts from table totals.

(a) LOTE = Language other than English
(b) New language for 2016. No comparable data for 2011.

Note:'nec' stands for 'not elsewhere classified'; 'nfd' stands for 'not further defined'.
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