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VICTORIAN MULTICULTURAL COMMISSION COMMUNITY GRANTS
PROGRAM 2015-16 MAJOR ROUND NOW OPEN
The Victorian Multicultural Commission’s (VMC) Community Grants Program
2015-16 Major Round is now open, offering financial assistance to culturally and
linguistically diverse (CALD) not-for-profit organisations in five different grant
categories: Multifaith Initiatives and Interfaith Networks; Community Languages
Schools Program; Building and Facilities Improvement; Organisational Support; and
Strengthening Multicultural Communities.
The VMC Chairperson, Mr Chin Tan, said that these grants aim to support the needs
of multicultural communities and promote Victoria’s multicultural and multifaith
society.
“Victorians come from over 200 countries, speak more than 260 languages and
follow more than 130 faiths – the Community Grants Program is a way to promote
this fantastic diversity that is a proud part of the Victorian way of life,” said Mr Tan.
The Community Grants Program Major Round provides vital support for CALD notfor-profit groups to carry out their work in multicultural communities.
“Grants range from $500 to $20,000 and help to reduce the financial pressure on
community groups, allowing important projects to come to fruition.
“In 2013-14, over 2,000 groups were provided $5.6 million in financial assistance,
illustrating the dynamic range of multicultural organisations and activities taking place
in the community,” said Mr Tan.
Former VMC grant recipient, the Iranian Women’s Choir, was established by Iranian
refugee Rosa Vasseghi to offer a communal activity for Iranian women in Melbourne.
Coming from a country where singing is restricted, the choir is a unique and bonding
experience for Iranian women who can feel isolated in their new home.
“I have seen them grow in confidence, become happier and become more
independent. Some of the women have now gotten jobs and some have gone on to
study.
“Community grants funding is very important for us and without it we would not be
able to run the program. I would encourage other people to apply,” said Ms Vasseghi.

“The hard work undertaken by volunteers in the community is pivotal in maintaining
harmony in Victoria’s multicultural community. The Community Grants Program helps
these hardworking community members continue their important work and adds to
the vibrancy and harmony of our State,” said Mr Tan.
Applications can be made online at http://www.multicultural.vic.gov.au/grants or call
1300 366 356 to have an application form mailed out to you.
Applications close on Thursday 4 December 2014.
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